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The Council instructed the Committee of Three which had been
set up to deal with the dispute between Bolivia and Paraguay to
follow this dispute also and to take any further steps which might be
possible to avert a collision between the armed forces of Colombia and
Peru. The influence of the League, however, availed as little as that
of the United States1 to induce the Peruvian Government to take the
necessary measures to ensure the peaceful reoccupation of Leticia by
Colombia. In their reply to the Council's telegram of the 26th
January, the Colombian Government gave the required assurances
that they would not violate Peruvian territory and would exercise
clemency; whereas the Peruvian Government, in their reply, con-
tinued to maintain that their attitude was purely defensive and that
it could not 'be an obligation upon Peru not to interfere with the
attack on Leticia where there are Peruvians who . . . have gone there
to protest against the iniquity which separated them from their
country of origin'. At the beginning of February, the Colombian
flotilla lay at anchor off Tabatinga on the Brazilian side of the fron-
tier, while the Leticia corridor was still occupied by armed Peruvians
in considerable force, and Peruvian detachments were also posted
along the Putumayo River. The Colombian warships were apparent!}7
unable to reach Leticia owing to the fact that the waters of the
Amazon were unusually low, and by the middle of February they had
left Tabatinga and were in Brazilian waters near Tarapaca—a small
port on the Putumayo about eighty miles north of Leticia, which
marked the north-east corner of the 'Leticia Trapezium', and which
had been occupied by Peruvians shortly after the seizure of Leticia.
It was at Tarapaca that the first fighting took place on the 14th
February. On that day, General Vasquez Cobo, who was in command
of the Colombian expedition, summoned the Peruvians who were in
occupation of Tarapaca to surrender the village without resistance.
According to the Colombian version, the Peruvians replied by send-
ing a number of aeroplanes which dropped bombs on the Colombian
ships (which were still in Brazilian waters).2 The Peruvian aeroplanes
1	The reply of the Peruvian Government to Mr. Stimson's note of the 25th
January had not been considered satisfactory in Washington, and Mr. Stimson
had again appealed to Peru to accept the Brazilian proposal without modifica-
tion, but this appeal produced no effect.
2	After tMs incident, Brazil was reported to have notified both Colombia
and Peru that she intended to take steps to prevent the violation of Brazilian
territory and would, if necessary, close the Amazon to their ships.  Earlier
rumours that Brazil was contemplating the denunciation of the treaty of 1851
which guaranteed freedom of navigation on the Amazon had been contra-
dicted. Colombia's right to send warships up the Amazon was guaranteed by
the treaty of 1928 (see footnote 2 on p. 439 above).

